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Vital Holistic Natural Cosmology: An Environmental Ethics
for the Harmony of Mankind and Nature
— Interpretation Mainly on Genesis —

Chao-Yang Pan
Abstract

Concerning Nature, mankind has two separately different paradigms, one of which regards Nature,
under a sacred sense, as a holistic vital universe having mankind that partakes in and can have spiritual
connections with the whole; the other then takes Nature to be an analyzable material machinery consisting
of individuals; with the view of dualism, its structure is understood objectively by human reason all
along.

A modernistic, mechanical interpretation of Nature has become the main stream since the prevalence
of Cartesian's dualism. We are in such a modern age in which humans are cut apart from Nature.

Interpreting Nature as such, certain environmental ethics that claims mankind's conquering over
Nature has developed. It is this view that triggered serious environmental disasters and ecological crisis.

This article purports to awaken a given sacred mentality of mankind with which a vital holism
concerning Nature can be comprehended and thus an ethics respecting Nature would be revealed.
Moreover, via such a mentality, we may be able to diagnose the ecological crisis which is getting more
serious by days.

The mechanistic view of Nature I name as "Descartes-Newton paradigm" is discussed in this article.
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On the other hand, the vital holistic view of Nature, a new paradigm of vitalism against mechanism, is
illustrated by the idea of Gaia, Indian tradition and the thoughts in Chuang-Tzu.

Besides, the article also especially takes an interpretation of Jewish-Christian Genesis to exemplify
the ethical wisdom of vital holism.

Finally, I point emphatically out that such wisdom to the environment, which can be found sufficiently
in the thoughts of a great geographer Carl Litter, is the human mentality which is sacred and has existed
in long-term traditions.

Keywords: vital holism, mechanism, vitalism, ontological cosmology, environmental ethics, views
concerning Nature, mankind and Nature, Nature, Holy Bible, Genesis, modernity, Descartes,

dualism, Christianity, Buddhism, Chuang-Tzu.
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