75

%EEI’FIEZI: V591 1027 117F]
Journal of Geographical Research No0.59, NOVEMBER 2013
DOI: 10.6234/JGR.2013.59.05

1% pRERy TR EE L g 3 g
PR R B ED g%

Developing Children’s Sense of Place through Volunteered
Geographic Information: Lessons Learned from the Pupils in
Miaoli County

o
Che-Ming Chen

Abstract

Stimulating the recognition and emotion of the children's hometown is one of the major goals of
geographical education. Developing a sense of place is even more important in the rural areas under the
impact of globalization. In this study, we invited two classes of 4™ or 5" grade students from the
Tongluo and Shihwu Elementary School in Miaoli County to take the pictures of local points of interest.
Google Panoramio is served as the information platform for students to share their local life experiences
through the geotagged photos. From their perspectives, we expect to see the local attractions which will
reflect the world of their daily life different from the adult. We also evaluated the effectiveness of using
volunteered geographic information (VGI) to enhance students' sense of place.

This project contributed more than 100 digital photos with comments into the Google Panoramio
in the Tongluo and Shihwu Township, and enriched the local travel information by the children. We
provided one more case study from Taiwan in response to Bartoschek and Kefler’s (2012) appeal that
geographic education should have more applications on VGI. From this case study, we also learned how

to improve the effectiveness of applying VGI to promote children’s sense of place.

Keywords: geographical education, sense of place, geotag, volunteered geographic information
(VGI)
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