Chapter 19 California: Having It All, and Then Some

Chapter Highlights

Label and identify on a map the California subregions

Describe the unique southern California climate

Explain the history and impact of the Spanish on the California landscape

Compare and contrast the culture and physical characteristics of Southern and Northern California

List the four largest cities in California and the bases of their economies

Explain the impact of the informal economy

Describe how statewide demographics have changed since 1960

Discuss the importance of agriculture in the California economy

Explain how plate tectonics affects California’s physical landscape

Introduction

California is complex topography, diverse demography and economy, and extreme elevation, climate, vegetation.

Non-Hispanic population was shrinking; Hispanics were fastest-growing.

Most multicultural city: Los Angeles

Wind farms, solar power, reducing greenhouse gases

Lacks sufficient water

Golden State

Physical Geography

770 miles from Mexico to OR; 250 miles from the West Coast to east boundary

Topography: mountains-Valley-mountains; Coastal Range-Central Valley-Sierra Nevada and Basin and Range

California three regions: 

   Pacific Northwest: northern coast

   Intermontane Basin and Range: eastern

   Core of California: SF bay, central coast, central valley, Sierra Nevada, South coast

Sierra Nevada and Coastal Range

The steep and rugged coastal range parallels and edges the Pacific Ocean

San Andreas Fault: earthquake

South: chaparral ecosystem

Sierra Nevada: 350 miles long and 60 miles wide; pine-forested

Mount Whitney: 14,494 feet

Fault-block granite; uplifted the mountains

South Coast and Los Angeles Basin

Coastal plain: LA, Orange County
LA: sediment-filled bowl; 30,000 feet of sediment in depth; liquefaction

Central Valley

400 miles by 50 miles central valley between coastal range and Sierra Nevada

Richest agricultural plain in America

Sacramento R. (north) and San Joaquin R. (south) into the SF Bay

Rainfall: 20 inches (north); less than 10 inches (south)

Water

Water is a problem in CA

Uneven distributed: north 1/3 CA with 70% water; south 2/3 CA with 80% need

Water war: agriculture vs. urban

South CA is 2nd metropolitan in US; ½ CA populations but 2% runoff

Desalination: expensive; pollution

Colorado R.; groundwater; conservation program; best-management practices

Box 19.1 San Francisco Bay

Golden Gate Bridge

680 square miles in 1850; 400 square miles now

90% of West Coast wetlands were in the bay

95% of the tidal marshes have been drained

Box 19.2 Monterey submarine canyon

Largest and deepest submerged canyon in North America

Cold up-welled, nutrient-rich water that brings nutrients to the surface

In 1910, low-wage Chinese laborers worked on Cannery Row processing sardines

Today, commercial fishery is gone, replaced by a tourist economy

Box 19.3 Did you know…water usage

A serving of lettuce? 6 gallons

A serving of steak? 2600 gallons

An eight-ounce glass of milk? 49 gallons

A day’s food for a family of four? 6800

US: 45% water for industry; 42% for agriculture; 13% for domestic

California: 85% water for agriculture; 15% for industry and domestic

Box 19.4 Los Angeles water

Semiarid environment with about 14 inches of precipitation annually

Purchased water rights; diverting the water to fruit orchards and agricultural fields

17 million people in 2009

Climate

San Francisco Bay: mild temperature

Central Valleys: Mediterranean weather

Sierra Nevada: Mediterranean weather

Smog: thermal inversion; CO, NOx react chemically.

Natural hazards: earthquakes, fire, landslides, …
Northridge earthquake of 1994; $44 billion in damage; magnitude 6.7

Historical Geography and Settlement

Native Americans

Northern and southern CA Native cultures were distinctly different

310,000 natives in CA of Spanish mission period in 1769

Less than 10,000 in 1848; disease

The Spanish Period

The Spanish built 21 missions along the CA coastal region

Spanish established 4 presidios (military fortifications) to protect missions

Pueblos: agricultural towns: San Jose, LA

Rancho: grazing culture

Mexico established in 1822

Gold Rush: in 1848

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848

The Anglo Period

In 1880s, Anglos controlled CA

SF became the largest city and economic hub

Southern Pacific Railway line in 1876; Santa Fe line in 1887; LA County became one of agricultural centers

Golden State: sunny, warm

The Multicultural Period

Golden rush: Chinese

Japanese after Chinese

Black immigration during WWII

Box 19.5 The Gold Rush

Began in 1848 and lasted into the 1860s

Hydraulic mining in 1852

Environmentally devastating

SF, Sacramento

Cultural Perspectives

At least two Californias

N and S CA are culturally divided: most water in N; most people in S CA

1830-1840s: N with US; S with Mexican

1980s: S CA LA defied sprawl, decentralization, and illegal immigration; N CA SF and San Jose with a new gold in Silicon Valley; Stanford and Berkeley

Separating into two or three states

Homes

Socioeconomic gap: 8/10 high-income counties in N CA; while 6 in Bay Area

Median-price home in 2005; in CA $451,000; in LA $604,000; in Orange County $692,000

In 2011 price was downward shift; LA 295,000; Orange County 437,500

Fortress LA: seeking security and shelter from violence and crime

Socioeconomic and racial divide

Homeless

CA wealth is unevenly distributed

1.1 million people are homeless

LA: largest homeless; temperate climate

Skid Row: synonymous with a bad neighborhood

Downtown LA office center
Gangs

Gangs occurred at the same time as deindustrialization in LA in 1980s; Plants closed and workers were laid off.

Graffiti, violence, and shootings occur

LA is homicide capital: Black, Latino, Asian gangs

Regional Life

Population

Most populous state; urban and coastal

Hispanic-Latino and Asian immigrants

Hispanics > 50% in LA; Chinese > 30% in SF; 40% Asian in southeastern bay

Hispanics 14 million (37.6%) in CA (37.3 million population)

Asian and Pacific Islander 13% in CA

Non-Hispanic white population 40%

Traditional and sustainable cities

95% of CA population is urban

(1) Mexican border to Santa Barbara; (2) SF Bay; 25 million (70%) in CA

Californian: LA Basin (S) or Bay Area (N)

Distinguished in environmental attitude and regulations

LA

2010 pop. 3,792,621; CSA 17,877,006

2nd largest city in US; Hispanics

Founded in 1781; fruit and vegetable 

Water has supported LA growth

Polynucleated city: edge cities with own downtown and shopping area

Automobile capital: lack of public transportation

Agriculture => manufacturing => postindustrial economy (service, high-tech industry, electronics…

San Diego

2010 pop. 1,307,402; CSA 3,095,313

6th largest city in US;

CA first mission in 1769; evolved into a pueblo in 1834

Navy town: $13 billion/y economy

High-tech telecommunication, biotechnology, tourism

San Jose

2010 pop. 945,942

In 1950s: fruit and vegetable canning center

Stanford Univ. and Berkeley Univ.; high-tech

10th largest city in US

In 1939, Bill Hewlett and Dave Packard; Silicon Valley

In 2009, 35.7% San Jose’s residents has Bs.; 27.5% in US

Transit oriented development (TOD)

SF

2010 pop. 805,235; CSA 7,468,390

Gold Rush; largest city until WWI

Bay Rapid Transit (BART) in 1972

Wes coast’s largest natural harbor

Financial center; government workforce,

Alternative lifestyles: hippies, large LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transsexual)

Hilliest city in US

Earthquake in 1906

East Bay cities

Oakland, Berkeley, and Richmond

Oakland: blue-collar city; 7th largest port; large black population (27.9%); green movement

Berkeley: Univ.; Climate Action Plan in 2008

Central Valley Urban Areas

Agricultural towns: Fresno, Sacramento (state capital), Stockton, Modesto

Irrigated agriculture

Box 19.6 Largest CA cities, 2010

2nd: LA with 3.79 million population

6th: San Diego with 1.31 million

10th: San Jose with 945,942

14th: SF with 819, 135

Economy

Gross State Product (GSP): 8th largest in the world; TX is next with 60% of CA

High unemployment rates: 12.1%

Primary industry and natural resources

Leads the nation in cash farm

Produce oil

Agriculture

Farmer’s paradise: specialty crops

The agricultural valleys: Central Valley

Central coast

Irrigation: water from N CA

Specialty crops: fruits, vegetables, nuts

Grapes and vineyards: 88% of US

Orange production, dairy

Agricultural exports: Canada, EU, Japan, China; rice, dairy, wine, cotton

Box 19.7 Did you know…CA farms

Farm covers 1/3 CA land

9 of nation’s top ten farm counties

Grows 49% of all fruits, nut, vegetables

85% of all garlic

2/3 of all processed vegetables

Box 19.8 Ports of LA and Long Beach

West coast has only three natural harbors: San Diego, SA Bay, and Puget Sound

Artificial port LA: 6th largest in the world

Containerization: distribution center; 2/3 of the west coast trade

US trade pattern shifts from facing Europe to facing Asia

Asian imports increased: 8% (1970) to 40% (2000)

Mineral resources/ energy

Petroleum and natural gas: 3rd in US

In 1892, first oil well in LA

Offshore oil leaks

CA provides 69% of its own electricity; imported electricity: natural gas, hydropower, and coal

Wind energy: 

Formal economy

Formal economy is the tax-paying economy

Defense industry in S CA; shrunk 50%

Real estate boom; housing crash in 2008

Informal economy

28% of LA and Bay area economies run outside of state-controlled economies

Undocumented workers; low-skilled jobs ($12,000/y); paid in cash without taxes

LA loses $2 billion/y in tax

Visible everywhere in LA; immigrants

Manufacturing to postindustrial

CA lost 471,000 or ¼ of all manufacturing jobs from 2000 to 2009

CA handled 1/5 US Import-export trade

Rise with the growth of Pacific Rim economy

CA exported to Mexico (14.6%), Canada (11.3%), China (8.7%), Japan (8.5%), South Korea (5.6%)

Tourism

$75 billion industry; 3rd largest employer in CA; 5th largest contributor to the gross state product (GSP)

Negative impact on environment and the quality of jobs

Natural: Yosemite, Death Valley, beaches

Human-made: Disneyland, san Diego Zoo

A Sustainable Future

CA is utopia, if you do not mind crowds, traffic, and insanely priced housing

The more one grows (population), the more the other declines (quality of life)

50 million population in 2025

Reduce CO2 emissions

