Chapter 20 Hawai’i: Aloha

Chapter Highlights

Label, map, and identify the major Hawaiian Islands

Describe the climatic patterns on the islands and their relationship to the tourism industry

Explain how Hawaiian natives have been impacted by their change of diet

Describe Honolulu, its economy, and its issues

Discuss how the islands were populated originally and the missionary impact on the islands

Describe the economic evolution of Hawaii from sandalwood to tourism and how it has impacted both the social equity and environment of the islands

Discuss the importance of agriculture in the Hawaiian economy and how it has changed since 1950

Describe the unique land ownership patterns on the islands

Explain the importance of volcanic in shaping the islands

Introduction

Hawaii is America’s island paradise.

Social injustice, housing inflation, island immigration, environmental and water-related problems have resulted in an unsustainable environment.

Tourism economy

Isolation and closed ecosystem

What is the carrying capacity of the island?

Physical Geography

132 volcanically, 1500 miles’ Hawaiian archipelago, 8 populated islands

Area = New Jersey

Volcanic origins of the islands

The northwest islands are the oldest

Lava flows defined the unique shape

Volcanic shield clusters

Box 20.1 The major Hawaiian Islands

Hawaii

Maui

O’ahu

Kaua’I

Moloka’I

Lana’I

Ni’ihau

Kaho’olawe

Water

Mix of dry and wet topographies according to their seaward orientation.

Infrequent flash floods

Offshore water is warm and clear

O’ahu is the most populated island; water shortages threaten the Honolulu city

Desalination may be more expensive

Maui faces water shortages due to urban population growth

Box 20.2 Waste disposal and garbage

Hawaii is filled with garbage.

Waste disposal into Hawaii’s coast; plastics trash on the beaches

Unsafe at beaches; closed

Sewage spill polluted Waikiki Beach

External Costs; public health

Solutions: NGOs

Climate

Tropical location; warm

Trade winds and mountainous topography creates rainfall pattern

Windward (northeast) side: plentiful rain

Leeward (southwest): rainfall is scant 

Tourist resorts on the dry leeward: ex: Honolulu

Historical Geography and Settlement

Hawaii was one of the last places in the Pacific to be settled.

Polynesians settled the South Pacific 2000 years ago, remote Hawaii was settled much later.

Migration during El Nino events

King Kamehameha I ruled islands; Europeans reached the islands

Queen Liliuokalani was deposed in 1893

Island life was transformed after the Europeans arrived.

Disease, Christianity, acquiring land

Republic of Hawaii: 1893-1898

Became to US territory in 1900

Became 50th state in 1959

Today native Hawaiians support a sovereignty movement

Cultural Perspectives

Kapu

A system of laws and regulations that separated the sacred from the common, the inferior classes from royalty, and men from women.

Kapu, as used today on Hawaii often means “No trespassing,” and it can e seen on signs forbidding entry into areas.

Hawaiian Diet

Seafood and local foods: coconut, bananas, breadfruit, taro, and yams

Low in fat: traditional

Modern lifestyle: sugar, fat

Saimin and Spam

Saimin: fast food, ramen soup: eggs, tofu, green onions, fish

Spam: comfort food, can food

Regional Life

Population

Population change

  
300,000 in 1788; 

  
130,000 in 1830; 

    57,000 in 1872;

1,415,872 in 2022; 80,000 native people

Most native Hawaiians have mixed blood

Land ownership

Hawaiians are not tribal and so have not been recognized the rights of tribal indigenous.

Hawaiian royalty controlled all land.

In 1848, western missionaries convinced the King to enact the Great Mahele (land reform) that redistributed land ownership.

In 1893, foreigners controlled 90% of the land.

In 1967, Hawaii Land Reform Act: full private ownership

Homesteading

Native Hawaiians have lost control of their islands.

Homestead Act: $1/y promised 99 years homestead land leases for native Hawaiian (50% blood required)

Both rural and urban

Waiting for long time, and lack of running water

Not only for native Hawaiian, but also need to benefit the entire population

Traditional and Sustainable City: Honolulu

Primary city of the islands since 1872

Good harbor on a dry, leeward coast with access to freshwater.

Eight of the ten largest cities are on the island of O’ahu

3/4 Hawaiian residents live in Honolulu

From Waikiki to Pearl Harbor

Has been called the New York of the Pacific; tourism, high skyscrapers block any view of the beach

Economy

After European contract, the island economy developed from 1800 to 1835 as a shipping stopover.

Whaling ship

Primary industry and natural resources

Pineapple: James Dole, red volcanic soil, no irrigation, now declining

Sugarcane: need sunshine, water, and labor

Coffee: coastal hills; Kona coast is perfect for growing coffee

Taro: traditional and nutritious Hawaiian foods

Fishing: dominant protein, commercial fishing, quotas to limit fishing

Industry and Postindustrial

Defense budget ruled the Hawaiian economy; now declining

Energy: 95% nonrenewable; 5% wind and solar farms

Tourism

Jet travel and tourism all merged in 1959

Mid-ocean location was difficult for tourists

$10 billion tourist industry

Tourist economy alone is problematic

A Sustainable Future

Due to globalized food system, the Big Five prepared by turning to tourism.

Facing the same urban ills: drugs, crime, pollution, expensive, …

Hawaiian problems:


population growth on limited land


rising cost of living


loss of traditional culture


environmental damage


energy dependency
